MECH 407  

FALL 04: BATTLEBOTS

Assignment #7 with Meeting Notes
1) Overall designs considered wedges with some sort of flipper: forklift, pop-out posts, or lift rod.  Now leaning towards 60 lb Bot. 
2) Competitions:  Looking for other events with different time slots.
3) Materials: Introductory carbon fiber kit ordered. Looking at other materials for armor, frame: eg. Lexan. We need some data on wheels Testing coefficient of friction on wheels in Ryon lab. [Chrissy].

4) Drive train: Working on spreadsheet on the drive train to evaluate motor requirements for desired acceleration. Need motor characteristics  [Brian/Travis/Chrissy].
5)
Control System: Carlie suggests using available equipment from previous BattleBot project. She will make mock up of control system from equipment in Ryon lab. [Carlie, et al]
6) 
Drawings: Erin showed partial drawing of BattleBot done in SolidWorks.  She will finish the current design and update as we firm up the design. [Erin].

7)
Team specializations:


Brian – leader/machining


Erin – CAD, purchase point


Chrissy – weapon system, materials


Carley – control system


Travis – driver, drive train

9) 
Considering the high cost of travel, I think we should look to raise some of the money for the trip with company sponsorship, etc.  Possible sponsors: McMaster-Carr, Home Depot, etc. (Local companies from which we purchase items). If you are considering a large company(eg. Schlumberger or other Rice contributor), you need to get with the advisors first. We may need to talk to development office.

Next meeting November 1st  (Monday at 9:00 AM in room 220 MEB). 

Don’t forget the E-mail is due by Saturday night and indicate hours.  Lots of  hours on reports this time (thanks).

Regards,

DMcS/MKO’M
