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amalysis of the indluence of

evangehcals in American
public lifie, as indicated by is
sul-rithe, Fow Hoangelicals Trrned
I'.kl. .q.llll"."lu.l'l'.ll .II"I.'u"

Based upon extensive
inberview data from leaders
of evangelical institutions,
semunaries and those in public
lifie, from Fortune 500 executives
to the political elice (including
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has charted the nse in influence
that evangelicals have cxerted,
dispare a seable numericol base,

Crallup polls show that
those Americans who describe
themselves 25 evangelical
mambered 35 per cent in 1976
and 41 per comt in 2004,

Buikfing 7 meovement arsund
a common encroy (in the 1950

povernmental

to 196{k 1 was commimism, 10
the 1% it was the Clintons)
fimerican cvangelicals bocame
2 sophisticated political poser
Maoze often than mot they were
allied in the
carly days to the
Democrats, bat |
latterly to the
Bepublicans (after
Lyndon [Johnson
signed the Civil
Rights Act of
19657 with & socially
poaservative spends
Every s
president  since [
-|I.'|:Ih bL'l.'|'. i]'. BLROC ;
vy zllied to the
evangeliczl fold:
Mixomn, certainls, and
Jimmy Cartes, bul
bath Bush presdents, and even
Bill Clinton, cspouse 3 form of
Chrmteantty thar is copservative
and markedly evangelical. The
many Bible study groups that
build relationships of trust and
influence within the Washington
machine are
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:-::«.1i:nn-n5.- 10 the aay in which
religion and pelitics ane related in
American political life.

Lindzay also demonstrates
how i acsdemia, evangelicals
have become well
placed to challenge
the secular world
{ wicw In part duc to
g the seminal work
by the ewvangelical
historian Mark Nell
[ The Seamdal of bl
Brangelical Miud,
[';":'Il:;-.. 2 Vounger
generation  of
cvangetical scholars
have entirely
eschirwed the older
prejudices within
evangelicalism

agairst the intellaet,

Evangelicals “can be found
at the top of oeardy every sockal
instijution in America, and

7

"their infloence can be seen in

public policy, conumerce and the
media® (p 228) and, conchodes
Lindeay, its “leaders hawe hrought
q.'l.-'.|n|_;|.:|i|.:|[ faith = oace confinad

to the lower ranks of sncely
into the very halls of power’
‘p 231}

Muore than anvthing else, that,
I think i winy Americins il m
understand British society amd
the place of religion within it
Thar kind of miuence & msch
reduced 1n Britain, perhaps
almost absent. Influential
Christians within public life
are rare [t took Toay Blaic"s
depariure from office before he
found the freedom to speak of
hz Christizn faith) and it seems
the secular humanists are the
dominant infleential group,

It is gdrme b0 cesolve as 3 Chercls
in Britain that if the declina, =o
pabhicly trumped recently, is
to be reversed, a commitment
t Chresfian faith in the pohblic
square has mever moee h.r[-,'-:'nujl
been neaded. It time commited
Cheristians jgimed the Botih olite,
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